
 

Notes

If you were to compete in an Olympic sport, which sport would you choose?

Would you rather:  cold plunge or sauna? ski or snowshoe? gloves or 

mittens? hood or hat? chunky soup or bisque? furry crocs or boots?

Opener Questions For building community

Practicing prayer: 

Practice breath prayer as you 

interact with people this week. 

 Inhale: Lord, open my eyes... 

Exhale: ...help me see your image 

in them.  

Let the Holy Spirit give you eyes to 

see, ears to hear, and a heart of 

compassion.

To be a Christ centered community helping people faithfully follow Jesus both locally and globally.

Practical applications  

for Faithfully following Jesus through your week

Leader Resource Guide 

Date: February 1, 2026 

ConspiracyDinnertime Discussion: 

Where have you seen God’s 

protection or sovereign provision, 

and how has he used seemingly 

ordinary means/people to bring 

that about? 

The danger of self-deception. 

The danger of lies. 

The safety of truth. 

The safety of God’s protection. 

The beauty of God’s sovereignty. 

Developing Disciplines 

Trace your story and reflect on 

how God uses the events in your 

life to accomplish good things. 

 “And we know that all things work 

together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called 

according to his purpose.” 

(Romans 8:28)

Songs 

 All the Way My Savior Leads Me, Paul Mclure 

Listen with a worship and prayerful posture.

Gospel in everyday life 

Seeing People as Image Bearers:  

With everything happening in our 

world right now, who is someone 

that might need your compassion 

or kindness?  Someone to check in 

on and care for?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIIu8yKZvOA


1. Personal Scripture Recap:   In your time in the Word over these past 

weeks, what has resonated most in your life right now? Why?

2. The Story So Far: Review God’s sovereignty in Paul’s story so far by 

reviewing the many times Paul’s life has been endangered/threatened.  

How did Paul continue on? Trace Paul’s call and mission as well as trace 

the providence of God throughout this story.  How does this story land in 

your heart and mind?  Encouraging? Frightening? Overwhelming? ….?  

“Paul’s life had been in danger from the very beginning of his ministry, when 

he witnessed for Christ in Damascus (Acts 9:22–25). During his first visit to 

Jerusalem after his conversion, the Hellenistic Jews tried to kill him (Acts 9:29). 

The Jews drove him out of Antioch in Pisidia (Acts 13:50–51) and threatened to 

stone him in Iconium (Acts 14:5). Paul was stoned in Lystra (Acts 14:19–20); 

and in Corinth, the Jews tried to get him arrested (Acts 18:12–17). In Ephesus, 

the Jews had a plot to kill him (Acts 20:19), and they even planned to kill him at 

sea (Acts 20:3).” from Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, 

vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 496.  

Look for the Paul’s call and mission in Acts 9:1-19 (see vs. 15); 13:1-3;  

22:14-15 (more in 26:17-18).

3. How do we see God’s protection of Paul? How does this protection help 

advance the overall mission of God to bring the gospel to all people, not 

just Jews? Where have you seen evidence of God’s protection in your life or 

throughout church history specifically for the gospel? 

Not only did God use Paul’s nephew to make Paul and the Roman authorities 

aware of the plot against him, but look at all the ways that centurions, 

hundreds of soldiers and spearmen, and horsemen carried Paul safely to 

Caeserea! 

4. Compare and contrast Paul's experience with the Roman powers vs. the 

Jewish powers in this passage and throughout Acts. What do you notice 

about the motives, manner, and outcome of each group or individual/ 

representative people? 

“Throughout the Book of Acts, Dr. Luke speaks favorably of the Roman military 

officers, beginning with Cornelius in Acts 10 and ending with Julius (Acts 27:1,

Discussion Questions for fostering christ centered Community

4. Continued 

3, 43). There is no record in Acts of official Roman persecution against the 

church; the opposition was instigated by the unbelieving Jews. While the 

Empire had its share of corrupt political opportunists, for the most part, the 

military leaders were men of quality who respected the Roman law.” from 

Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: 

Victor Books, 1996), 496–497.

5. A party of  Jews (the spiritual leaders!) plot zealously against Paul. They’re 

blind to their own sin … zealous to get rid of Paul not realizing that Paul 

was doing the work of God.  How can we be passionate about things of 

this world, without losing compassion towards people who bear God’s 

image? Where, in your own life, has there been passion without 

compassion? Can you identify the motivations underneath the passion? 

Their blindness led them to anger, vitriol, hatred, and compounding sin.  So we 

too, as followers of Jesus, are NOT beyond also falling into acting with “passion 

without compassion”. “Passion without compassion often leads to destruction. 

Passion, without humility and gentleness, seems to lead all too easily to 

prideful, arrogant, selfish behavior. I think we can all relate to this, even if 

we’ve never been part of a plot to kill an apostle.” https://ncfchurch.org/plot-

to-kill-paul/ 

This conversation could lead to a time of deep consideration that may prompt 

confession, repentance, and desire to change. Be willing to sit and wait for the 

discomfort to lead to the throne of grace.  

6. The closing of the scene of Paul’s experience in Jerusalem is the opening 

of the next chapter of the gospel on the move.  The Jerusalem chapter of 

Paul’s life was chaotic and seemingly out of control.  Where do you feel 

most overwhelmed or out of control right now?  How might God’s 

sovereignty reshape the way you interpret your situation? As you reflect 

on your story, what are the unique parts you can point to as the sovereign 

hand of God guiding your story?

7. The Woodlands in the Word passages are Matthew 21 - 25. The sermon 

passage for next Sunday is Acts 24.
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