FOR FAITHFULLY FOLLOWING JESUS THROUGH YOUR WEEK
Date: November 30, 2025

DINNERTIME DISCUSSION:

What are you looking for or hoping for this Advent season? How can you
invite God into your hope?

OPENER QUESTIONS FOR BUILDING COMMUNITY

PRACTICING PRAYER: This or that: gingerbread or chocolate mint? Christmas cookies or candies?

Outdoor activities or indoor? Frosty or Rudolph? Hot cocoa or eggnog?

In a world shadowed by doubt, we wait for the sure fulfillment of all God's
promises. Do you have a white elephant gift story? What was the best one you've

received? Worst?
Jesus, be our Hope.

We trust in the Word that was spoken long ago and in the salvation that
Christ has guaranteed. NOTES

Jesus, be our Hope.
Even when the darkness seems deep, we lift our eyes to the coming New

Day. HOPE ANTICIPATED

Jesus, be our Hope.
Go now, sustained by the promise of Christ's coming.

RESOURCES HOPE FULFILLED

Download this Advent Calendar (with Scripture and questions).

Choose one passage and question to include as part of your dinnertime
discussions (or around the breakfast table, or in the car ride, or whenever
you have time with a friend to lean into the anticipation and reflection of

Ad 1).
veno HOPE FOR TODAY

DEVELOPING DISCIPLINES
See the next page

To be a Christ centered community helping people faithfully follow Jesus both locally and globally.



https://d1bsmz3sdihplr.cloudfront.net/media/advent/2025%20Downloadable%20Advent%20Calendar.pdf

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR FOSTERING CHRIST CENTERED COMMUNITY

What is Advent?

Advent is the four-week period in the Christian calendar that leads up to
Christmas. Advent is both a reflection on the birth of Jesus and an anticipation
of Jesus’ second and final return. While traditions around Advent vary (prayer,
Scripture readings, wreaths and candle lighting, chocolate calendars), all share
a heightened anticipation for God’s advent (arrival). From Bible Project, “More
than a countdown to Christmas, Advent embraces the way of Jesus and
encourages hopeful waiting, courageous peace-making, resilient joy, and self-
giving love in our still-suffering world.”

Through this series at Woodlands, we'll look at the four traditional themes of
Advent (hope, joy, peace, love) through the lens of Jesus’ first coming and his
future second coming, but specifically focusing on how His current presence
allows us to experience each.

1. Personal Scripture reading recap: How are you engaging in Scripture
this season? In this season of Advent, and this week particularly, how has
your time in Scripture encouraged you in hope?

2. Word Study | Hope: watch this video together from the Bible Project on
the word Hope. How does this video help your understanding of hope?
What stuck out to you? As a group, develop a working definition of hope.

3. lsaiah 9:1-7 and Luke 2:22-38 are our two anchor passages for this week.
Take time to read through both passages. What is the hope anticipated?

How does Jesus fulfill that hope? What are we left yearning for? How does

hope anticipated and hope fulfilled provide hope for today?

4. Read Psalm 130 out loud. The psalmist is declaring their hope for the
forgiveness of sin and for redemption. This hope is rooted in the Word of
the Lord and his unfailing love. How does this psalm shape your
understanding of hope? What are we ultimately hoping for? How does
the arrival of Jesus shape our hope? Fulfill it? What are you anticipating
yet? Take time to remember the different ways you have experienced
God's unfailing love in the past to buoy your hope for the future.

Engaging the Series Resource: Consider using the benediction (see practical
applications- practicing prayer) to shape your prayer time.

5. Take time as a community to share and pray with one another. What are
you hoping for this Advent season? As a gathered community, invite God
into your season of hopeful waiting through prayer.

6. The Woodlands in the Word passages are 2 Corinthians 4-8. The
sermon passage next week is Isaiah 40:1-11.

DEVELOPING DISCIPLINES:

Advent Activity: Hope
The "Hope Window" Affirmation

Introduction: If Christ's hope shines in our home, it should also shine out
toward our neighbors. This activity creates a visible, external sign of hope
and blessing on the outside of our home, wherever that is.

Materials Needed: Dry-erase markers, chalk markers, window paint (or
simple paper cutouts/stencils), and tape.

Steps:

1. Reflect (5 min): Read Isaiah 9:2 out loud and discuss: What is a
hopeful message someone in our neighborhood might need to see
today? (e.g., Peace, You are not alone, God sees you, Hope has come
with a name: Jesus).

2. Affirmation Creation (20-30 min): Choose a prominent, visible
window (like a front window or door) that faces the street. Use the
markers or cutouts to write or display that hopeful affirmation, and
decorate it with simple symbols of light (like a star or candle).

3. Blessing (5 min): Stand outside, looking at the window or door. Pray
as a family over the neighborhood and the specific people who might
see the message and receive a spark of hope.



https://bibleproject.com/videos/yakhal-hope/

